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was distributed over about four years in the case of children between
six and twelve years of age. Seventeen per cent of the pupils
attended less than 50 days in the year, 19 per cent between 50 and
100 days, 23 per cent for 150 days, and only 41 per cent attended
176 days, the minimum period fixed for payment of a grant. In the
inspected schools, owing to the fact that only a minority of the
children remained at school after ten years of age, the Commission
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considered that not more than a quarter of the pupils were receiving
a satisfactory education.1
While the Commissioners thought the basis of the existing system
quite sound, they pointed to a number of defects. The instruction
of the inspected schools was undoubtedly superior to that in other
schools, but the inspectors' reports were not altogether reliable
because they judged the achievements of the older rather than the
younger scholars. Inspection tended to raise the standards of the
school, but it also had an adverse effect in leading the teacher to
lfThe statistics for Leeds in 1857 were: average leaving age 9-59 years,
average length of schooling 4 73 years, percentage who had previously attended
an infant-school 51 75. Average rate of wages obtained on leaving school
varied from 3s. 2d. to 5s. per week.